Extracorporeal blood purification in the management of patients with hepatic failure.
With the increasing success of orthotopic liver transplantation, the time has come for a reassessment of the role of extracorporeal blood purification in the management of patients with liver failure. In those patients with combined liver and kidney failure, both standard hemodialysis and the newer continuous renal replacement therapies have been found to be helpful in maintaining fluid, electrolyte, and acid base balance. In those patients with liver failure but without kidney dysfunction, extracorporeal purification techniques have been found useful for the removal of hepatic toxins and in facilitating the replacement of clotting factors. This review will outline the rationale and documented utility of a wide variety of blood purification modalities used in the management of patients with liver failure.